
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
DIRECTORATE FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND SECURITY REVIEW 

1 155 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155 

\ 5 m wm 


Ref: 98-F-1953 


Mr. Chris A. Komkven 

The National Gulf War Resource Center, Inc. 

N6280 Highway P 

Helenville, WI 53137 

Dear Mr. Komkven: 


This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of July 27, 
1998. Our interim response of August 24, 1998, refers. 


The Office of the Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Gulf War 
Illnesses has provided the enclosed briefing slides as responsive to your request. That 
office stated that no transcript was used in the briefing, and the briefing slides were the 
only documents used in the presentation. 

There are no assessable fees for this response in this instance. 

Sincerely, 



Passarella 


Director 


Enclosures: 
As stated 
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February 24, 1998 
William J. Clinton 
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The Committee is pained by the current atmosphere of government 
mistrust that now surrounds every aspect of .Gulf ■ 
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Provide extensive review of results. 

Refine work but save and archive all earlier 
versions. 
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- Surveys 

Gulf War coalition members 



Gaps in Information 
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Medical records not created 
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Experimentation and modeling 
Inspector General investigations 
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Finding Information 
Building A Case 
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Search Engines 
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Excellent free-text search capability 
Show linkages between multiple searches 
Variety of analytical tools. 




I SAGWI’s Open Operation 

Maximum declassification consistent with 
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UNSCOM material. 

Hyper-linking case narratives to source materials. 
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The Privacy Act 




Record of Denied Materials 
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Bottom line: usually find other declass 
sources to cite. 




Robust Outreach: 

All we know we tell 





Archiving Our Materials 
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classified, audio 




Information: The Bottom Line 
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All relevant information is released. 
There is no cover-up ! 




Tour of our Workspace 
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Investigating: Investigation an 
Directorate (IAD) 

Outreach: Public Affairs 




Depleted Uranium (DU) 
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Health effects: CAPT Kilpatrick 
DU training: COL Lute 




DU Basics 
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Bottom line : exposure does not equal 
health effects. 




Environmental Assessment 
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hazard for Kuwaiti population” 

March 1998, Army lab dispatched for additional 
assessments; awaiting report. 




Potentially exposed US troops 

(based on dosage) 
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Our focus: Levels I and II 





Level I: friendly fire 
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others may have internalized DU oxides. 





Level II: those who later worked on vehicles 
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Level III: fleeting exposures 
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Significance: 

- unknown number of soldiers. 

- could have internalized DU oxides. 




Health Effects 
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those with elevated urine uranium levels have DU fragments 
to date no measurable adverse health effects due to DU 
all babies fathered by this cohort are normal 




Additional Health Evaluations 
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Phase IV - Prepare to contact vets who cleaned up at Doha (est. 
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DU Medical Examination 



24-hour urine collection for uranium level 




| DU Training 

Inadequate training led to unnecessary potential 
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Who Served in the Gulf War 
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Average soldier 28 yr. old, married , 7.5 children 




U. S. Deaths 
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Joint pains Depression 

Abdominal pain Concentration problems 
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Medically Unexplained 




Confounding Issues 




variable onset • no longitudinal evaluation 



Limitations of CCEP/VA Registry Data 
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Epidemiology Studies 
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Veterans’ Concerns 
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Federally Funded Research 
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses 
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“Outside Investigators” cannot get inside 
system for funding. 




■ Garth Nicolson, Ph.D 

Highly credible research career in tumor cell biology 
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Does Mycoplasma fermentans incognitus cause symptoms ? 
Is Mycoplasma fermentans incognitus contagious ? 
Specificity of experimental tests? 
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- Responded outside of system 

- $3M funded directly for clinical testing studies 

Latest research proposal not funded 




Briefing to the Special Oversight Board on 
Gulf War Veterans 9 Illnesses 
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LTC Dee Dodson Morris 
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assessment criteria 

Concern became standards of proof, subjectivity vs. 
objectivity 
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Environmental Exposure Reports 

- Investigations of who was exposed, to what, and how much 
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Two Investigation Methodologies 

Chem/Bio Environmental 





Derived from Chemical Weapons Convention verification protocols 
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Chem/Bio Methodology 




Importance of Veterans’ Interviews 
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Evidence -- Fox Tapes 
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Evidence -- Aircraft Flight Record 




Samples contained no material of chemical warfare interest 
Assessment: Tank contents consistent with nitric acid 
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Evidence — Samples 




Marine Breaching 

- Fox Tape was a souvenir 

- Personal tape recorder documents “Gas” call 
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HI Evidence — Maps, Logs, Souvenirs 





- Question about clothing chain of custody 
Marine Breaching 

- No samples taken 
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Missing” Evidence 
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Veterans’ Interviews 




Provided details of breaching — weather, ground 
conditions, enemy contact, order of battle 
Led to other witnesses, one who had Fox Tape 
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Reports of Eyewitnesses 




» CENTCOM logs contain initial report and a follow-up 
report that no chemicals found 

» Rest of EOD team agrees with his account 
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Reports of Eyewitnesses 




following day and fit to return to duty 

Mustard Injury 

- Doctor’s observations pivotal, provided photographs 
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» No injuries 
2nd MARDIV 
» Troops in MOPP2 
» Single injury claim 
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Medical Aspects 


classification of key material 
tailed review of narratives 

■ Completeness and correctness from intel perspective 
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Coordination — 
Intelligence Community 




- Analyses and plume laydown vs. CRUR database 

VA, Rand, Bruker, NIST, Independent Modeling experts 
Joint Staff 
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Coordination -- Other Agencies 




Definitely Not -- CWA/BWA not present 
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HU Chem/Bio Assessments 




SCUD Impact Video of SCUD Recovery 

Unprotected Eyewitnesses 
Tested negative for CWA 
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Chem/Bio Assessments 




Sample tested 

Unprotected individual not injured 
Injury inconsistent with CWA 
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Chem/Bio Assessments 




No samples 2nd MARDIV Fox tapes available 

Troops passed unprotected 
No chemical mines or source 
Logs, records, eyewitnesses 
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Chem/Bio Assessments 




No Fox spectrum ASP Orchard EOD inspection 

Unk MM1 procedures Fox alarmed 

Unexplained source Logs, records, eyewitnesses 
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Chem/Bio Assessments 




Fox alarmed to mustard Results of urinalysis 

Medical CWA injury not available 

specialist observed and 
reported 
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Assessing the Fisher Case 



Assessment Presence of Agent Extent of Exposure 
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Two Investigation Methodologies 

Chem/Bio Environmental 





Uses EPA Health Risk Assessment Framework 



Environmental Methodology 












Risk Characterization - OSAGWI 

- Relationship between health effects and exposure 

- Discuss uncertainties 
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Environmental Methodology - 

Key Elements 





Other Papers 

• CW/BW non- Approved Drugs External review 

• Analytical Activities In peer review 

• History of Stress Being revised by editor 
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— Comprehensive literature search 

DoD,VA 

- Notification and evaluation of exposures to DU 
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Depleted Uranium 





Oil Well Fires 




Survey of 2,000 veterans to validate scenarios and determine 
prevalence 

Comprehensive literature review 
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Pesticides 




Don’t sacrifice accuracy or completeness to hurry a 
conclusion 



Investigation Observations 



- Did not review Fox Tapes; not trained on the Fox 

- Not informed of the medical outcome of UK injury 
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EOD Team’s assessment —“Definitely Not 
IAD’s assessment —“Unlikely” 
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First Explanation isn’t 
Necessarily the Only Explanation 




» E.g., reason for tank presence and contents 
Did not possess key evidence 
» Fox Tapes obtained from UK 
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Don’t sacrifice accuracy or 
completeness to hurry a conclusion 




Veterans’ concerns and questions still powerful drivers 
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Marine, M256A1 Miscellaneous Incidents, Possible Terrorist Attack on A1 
Jubayl, Possible Post-War Chemical Weapon Use, Ukhaydir, Pesticides, 
Medical Recordkeeping, Vaccine Administration, Medical Surveillance 
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How do we know when we are finished? 



The End? 















